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NEWS

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS BUILDING
COMING SOON(ISH)

STUDENTS BACK ON CAMPUS

PULSE NIGHT CLUB

Originally slated to open this week, the opening
of the $27 million Lynn Pippenger Hall has been
pushed back to spring 2017.

Last weekend, 691 students moved into the residence
halls. From dorm decorating to leaving home for the
first time, hear their stories.

Gay clubs serve as safe spaces
for women who don’t want to be
preyed upon. Now, that security
has been rattled.

OPINION

The Crow’s Nest
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Bulls Charge On to Campus for Fall Classes
By Erin Murphy
erinmurphy@mail.usf.edu
Hannah Hitchen was not there to see
her parents move her belongings into USF
St. Petersburg’s Residence Hall One. Had
she been, the French horn player, who was
spending her last few moments of freedom
abroad, would likely have marveled at the
sheer number of minivans and movers that
crowded the sectioned-off University Way.
There, both parents and Bulls-to-be
congregated, pushing carts and lugging
suitcases into dorm rooms on Aug. 19 and
20, USFSP’s designated fall semester movein days. According to Scott Hendershot,
the housing assignments and operations
coordinator for USFSP, a total of 691 students
were scheduled to move in.
Among the newcomers were returning
Bulls, working over the weekend as the USFSP
Welcome Crew. These students, clad in bright
yellow T-shirts, served as proverbial beacons
of light for their peers, helping to move carts,
direct traffic and provide beverages.
Hitchen, meanwhile, would land in Miami
on Sunday, planning to make the pilgrimage to
campus by night.
This was the beginning.
CONTINUE READING, PAGE 5
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Welcome Back: Juan Salazar, a senior psychology major, (center) and Justice Thornton, a senior biology major, (right) assist incoming student, Emily Eskanos, a freshman graphic
design major, (left) move into her dorm. Salazar and Thornton were among the many student leaders who aided freshman with residence hall move-in on Friday, Aug. 19.

New College of Business Building Delayed Until Spring
By Ryan Callihan
ryancallihan@mail.usf.edu
The new College of Business building will
not open until early next year, in time for
the spring semester. The $27 million-dollar
building, which will house a majority of the
Kate Tiedemann College of Business classes,
is still under construction.
The building is named Lynn Pippenger Hall,
after the benefactor who donated $5 million
toward merit scholarships for
students. It is located between
the Nelson Poynter Memorial
Library and the University
Student Center, on the west
side of Third Street S.
The 4-story building has
14 classrooms, a 200-seat
auditorium, faculty offices
and spaces for students to
collaborate.
The classrooms are designed from the
ground up with state-of-the-art technology.
Many feature tiered seating, and acoustic
ceilings and will be fitted with technology that
enables professors to record their lectures.
“We don’t want to isolate students from the
rest of the campus, but we do want to serve
them as best as possible here,” said Eric
Douthirt, director of graduate programs for the
Kate Tiedemann College of Business.
Students will enter the building through

“

the entrance that faces campus, and walk into
a 3-story atrium that features a natural coral
stone wall lining. From Fourth Street S. there
is a community entrance, as well.
A wealth management center overlooks the
atrium from the second floor. The area will
feature full color LED screens that display
current market information. The room will also
be a place for business students to learn about
portfolio management, trading securities, and
participating in various investment activities. A
digital bar runs along the outside railing with
more market information on
display for people in the atrium
below.
“I think that when you walk in
and see the atrium with the hightech finance ticker, it’ll scream,
‘We’re a high-class business
school,’” said Douthirt.
The department hopes to earn
Bloomberg and Morningstar
certification, industry-standard
certifications that will improve the college’s
credibility.
On the second floor of the building is an
entrance to an outside Collaboration Terrace.
Douthirt expects the area to be a great place for
students to get some fresh air while working on
projects or eating lunch.
The new dean of the College of Business,
Sridhar Sundaram, has an office on the fourth
floor looking out toward the Bayboro Harbor.
The rest of the floor is dedicated to other

We want to
serve [the
students] as
best as possible
here.

THE CROW’S NEST
Since 1965
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Behind Schedule: Originally slated to open this fall, construction on Lynn Pippenger Hall is scheduled for completion in November 2016. A one-month move-in period will follow. The building will open to the public in early 2017.

faculty offices.
The senior project manager for Pippenger
Hall is Van Miller. He expects an increase in
foot traffic across Third Street, and said that
student safety is his primary concern. Traffic
signals and a raised curb will be added to ensure
that students have an easier time crossing the
road.

THE CROW’S NEST IS THE FREE, WEEKLY STUDENT NEWSPAPER
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA ST. PETERSBURG.
ALL CONTENT IN THE PUBLICATION IS PRODUCED BY USFSP
STUDENTS.

Last spring, the COB had about 1,200
graduate and undergraduate students. With
the new building on the way, that number is
expected to rise.

CONTINUE READING, PAGE 3

Got News? We’ll Cover It.

Contact Us: email usfcrowsnest@gmail.com office (727)873-4113
@USFCrowsNest
@CrowsNestStPete
@USFCrowsNest

2 NEWS

AUGUST 22, 2016

THE CROW’S NEST

THE CROW’S NEST

Two Administrators Join University Herd

Q&A
Can you tell us a little bit
about yourself?

I’m from North Carolina and
grew up on a small farm, dirt poor.
I didn’t have much encouragement to go to college, so after high
school I joined the air force and
served for four years.

Dr. Martin Tadlock

Regional Vice chancellor of
academic affairs
Qualifications: Bachelor’s and
master’s from Utah State University, and a Ph.D. from Miami University of Ohio.
Last position: Provost and Vice
President for Academic and
Student Affairs at Bemidji State
University

Want to know more?
email:
mtadlock@mail.usf.edu
phone:
727-873-4324

Dr. Patricia Helton

Regional Vice Chancellor of
student affairs
Qualifications: Bachelor’s from
Oklahoma City University, doctorate in Education from the University of Virginia and master’s from
Stephen F. Austin State University
in Nacodgoches, Texas.
Last position: Associate provost,
University of Denver

Want to know more?
email:
phelton@mail.usf.edu
phone:
727-873-4882

I took a writing course while stationed in Turkey and passed. After
that, I thought about what I would
do after the military. I had the GI
Bill, I was married, two kids with
another on the way and I decided
to go back to college.
I enrolled and decided to teach
middle school. While teaching
middle school I finished my master’s and doctorate, and I wanted to
go into teacher education and help
prepare future educators.

By Devin Rodriguez
drodriguez7@mail.usf.edu
One went to college on the GI
Bill. The other had a scholarship to
play softball.
Now they are newcomers
and key figures in the USF St.
Petersburg administration.
Although Dr. Martin Tadlock has
been at the campus for four weeks,
and Dr. Patricia Helton has been
in St. Petersburg for only six, the

What do you feel you can
provide to USFSP that no
one else could?

I have built numbers everywhere
that I’ve been. Through outreach,
through taking programing and
moving it out to provide more
access to people, who are working
adults and can’t come live at the
school.
I have international partnerships
that I’ve worked with for a
long time. I plan to add those
connections here and bolster our
international student population.
It will happen over time, it
normally takes three to four years
to build that. We want to provide
opportunities to our students here
to go abroad and will be more
affordable.

What brought you into
administration?

I’ve been in education since
1981. I’ve been a professor of
middle school education for quite
awhile. I’ve been a chair and a
program team leader. I was asked
to serve as an assistant dean while
they searched for a new assistant
dean. After that I was asked by
a friend to apply to be a dean. I
moved from there to a president,
and then served as a provost to two
other institutions.

I love seeing people grow and I
love to see people learn. I really believe that public education has a responsibility to serve the people and
the community. We have an ethical
obligation to provide opportunities
for people to grow, develop and
change their lives. As a public institution, we are the university for
the people.

Can you tell us a little bit
about yourself?

What do you think of the
USFSP campus?

I grew up in Oklahoma. I got
into Oklahoma City University by
playing softball. I went on an athletic scholarship. After receiving
my undergraduate degree, I went
for my master’s in Texas. I was in
Virginia for 17 years [where she
earned her doctorate]. I worked as
associate provost for the University of Denver.

I’ve gotten a crash course in the
last six weeks. I haven’t had a day
yet that I haven’t learned something new. There is still so much to
learn. I tell people it’s kind of like
taking a drink out of a fire hydrant.
You get a drink but it’s easy to take
too much.

What brought you to USF
St. Petersburg?
I love the size of the campus, the
location and the relationship of the
school with the city. I’m excited
about the strategic plan the chancellor put forth. It is a growing
place and I think it’s exciting to be
in a growing place. There is a positive vibe here. In my interview I
could tell the faculty was excited.
I like St Pete. There are so many
things happening here, but the
traffic isn’t that bad. It seems like
a small-big town. I’ve only been
here six weeks but I love it. That
has surprised me a lot. Now, Denver feels so large. I think it’s lost
some of its small town feel and St.
Pete still has that.

At the moment, I’m trying to
meet with each member of my
team individually. I think it’s important to get to know your team.
I’ve also been exploring the campus. Just the other day I walked
into the journalism and media
studies building. I’ve walked past
it, but walking in really brought
the area to life. Something about
walking into the physical place really imprints how special it really

“

I believe students
create this culture.
They really are
the heart of the
school.

administrators have their eyes on
academic affairs, student life and
expansion.
While they haven’t had a ton of
time to establish their presence,
they are both excited to begin the
semester and meet students.
Their offices are located on
the second floor of the Bayboro
Building, sure to be a big difference
from their prior homes in northern
Minnesota and Denver. The two
administrators also said that
sustainability is important to them.

Dr. Helton is replacing Dr.
Gardiner Tucker, the interim
associate vice chancellor following
the resignation of Dr. Julie Wong.
Dr. Tadlock is taking the place of
Dr. V. Mark Durand, who served as
the interim regional vice chancellor
of academic affairs last spring.
The Crow’s Nest talked to both
about their first impressions of the
university and their plans for the
year.

What are your
responsibilities as vice
chancellor of academic
affairs?

What will you be most excited to work on this year?

I work with a lot of people and
our primary responsibility is the
curriculum. I have 17 individual
leaders in a variety of roles to
support the students and their
academics. We work closely with
Patricia Helton, the vice chancellor
of student affairs, because student
life and academics are very closely
related. We will be integrating our
efforts to provide the best for our
students.

What have you enjoyed
about this campus?

I came here because I found that
a lot of the individuals I was interviewed by seemed to be genuinely
committed to the students of this
campus. There are a lot of talented
professors and staff here.
Also, the students coming here
very much reflect what I believe in.
We are a university of the people,
we serve the community and residents, and my role in that excites
me. That's why I’m in higher education.
There’s opportunity on this campus. We are still growing. I came
from an institution that was 100
years old. We’ve only been accredited for 10 years. We are still
evolving, so there’s still potential
here.

How do you plan on
partnering with the
community to benefit
students?
The chancellor (Sophia Wisniewska) was involved with the “Innovation District,” (the city’s label
for USFSP and nearby hospitals)
an area in downtown St Pete that
wants to create a space for the medical, higher education and business
communities to come together on
different projects. I think students
could easily get involved with that.
One of the things I’ve picked up on
campus is the importance of sustainability to students, and I can
see a place for them to interact with
the innovation district on projects
centered around that.

What are you most excited
to take on this semester?
I would say in the next few
weeks I cannot wait to get to know
students. In some ways I’m like a
transfer student. I will be meeting
a lot of new people. I can’t wait
to get to know the culture of this
campus. I have learned a lot about
the institution, but not the culture.
I believe students create this culture, they really are the heart of the
school.

I’m excited to be creating a master academic plan that sets a direction for the university over the
next five years. We will be using
the fall semester to create a draft
of a plan that will help determine
what new programs we will develop and how we will change current
programs
A master academic plan is not
just creating the programmatic
direction, it is actually creating a
philosophy of how you’re going to
address the teaching and learning
environment at the university. It
is something that will involve the
whole campus instead of a few
people just sitting around and creating a plan.

What would you like to
say to the students of the
university?

I would love to see students
highly engaged in the teaching and
learning process, they could set a
direction for their own learning.
You have to create that kind of culture. In K-12 the teachers dictate
the learning, but when you're in
college it is a partnership between
the student and professor. There
should be a conversation between
the two and I don’t think we do
that enough in college.

What do you bring to the
university?
I build teams well. The staff
here is talented, but I think as I get
to know people I’ll be able to help
put together teams who will really
grow effectively. It will take time.
I also think USFSP is growing
and as it grows, our department
[Student Affairs] will grow. If we
are adding students, we will be
adding services. People have asked
me what my vision is. I don’t have
one, I don’t know the people yet.
People will define the vision. People have ideas and you need those
ideas to bring it all together. I’m
a big pictures and systems thinker.

Is there anything you’d
like the students to know
about you?

I want students to know I have
the best job on campus. I am open
to hearing from them, especially if
there are big issues that need to be
addressed – even if there are small
issues. We want to be a campus
that is responsive to what students
need. I tell people that students are
in class maybe six hours a day and
the rest of that day is student life,
and we have a huge part of that
student life. We want them to have
a uniquely USFSP student experience.
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Week of Welcome Celebrates Students
By Michael Moore Jr.
michaelmoor@mail.usf.edu

Schedule
Monday, Aug. 22
8-11 p.m.
Coquina Pool
Student Government
Island Party
Tuesday, Aug. 23
8-11 p.m.
USC Ballrooms
HAB Casino Night
Wednesday, Aug. 24
7-9 p.m.
USC Ballrooms
OMA’s Multicultural
Mixer
Thursday, Aug. 25
8-10 p.m.
USC Ballrooms
WOW Comedy Night
with Adam Grabowski
Friday, Aug. 26
8 p.m.
Coquina Pool
HAB Dive-In Movie:
“Neighbors 2”
USFSP’S annual Week
of Welcome is certain
to be full of cherishable
moments.

A rock wall stood on the far side
of Harbor Lawn. Beside it was a
row of inflatables, including a
gladiator pit, bungee run and the
inevitable moon bounce.
Students gathered around each
event for the opening day of the
2016 Week of Welcome at USF
St. Petersburg on Friday. WOW
is a week-long event put on every
year to help incoming students get
acclimated to what Kania Davis,
one of the student programmers
for the events, called the “USF
St. Pete spirit.” Food and drinks
were plentiful, as were smiles and
laughter, amidst the steady jams
being pumped out by the disc
jockey.
“[Week of Welcome] promotes
a sense of unity and helps to
build connections,” said Alandria
Savage, a criminology student.
The new vice chancellor of
student affairs, Dr. Patricia Helton,
introduced herself. Students also
heard from the interim student
body president, Laraine Ruiz.
After their speeches freshmen had
the chance to meet their resident
life assistants and peer coaches.
There seemed to be a consensus
among programmers and students
alike that Casino Night and the
Dive-in Movie would be the best
WOW events.
Saturday’s events culminated
with the ThinkFast Game Show,
where students tested their skills
and won cool prizes. Sunday
evening was the Back-to-School
Bingo and Resident Life Ice Cream
Social, where students enjoyed

DEVIN RODRIGUEZ | THE CROW’S NEST

Bounce, Bounce, Bounce: Students Kate Walker (left), 18, challenged her friend, Destiny Slyster, 18, to run as fast as they could
before being yanked by a bungee cord back in into an inflated wall. The opening of Week of Welcome was full of similar games and food.

frozen treats while getting to know
their fellow Bulls
Monday’s Student Government
Island Party starts at 8 p.m. at
Coquina Pool, where free food will
be served. Tuesday from 10:30
a.m. to 2 p.m. is Get on Board Day,
where students can meet the clubs
and organizations on campus.
This event will be followed by

the Harborside Activities Board
Casino Night, starting at 8 p.m.
Black jack, poker, slot machines
and a DJ are some things students
can expect.
On Wednesday evening, the
Office of Multicultural Affairs
will host the Multicultural Mixer
at 7 p.m. Thursday is Comedy
Night featuring comedian Adam

Grabowski in the USC Ballroom.
Earlier in the day the Do It Yourself
Novelty Item where students can
create a customized airbrush T-shirt
will take place on Harbor Walk.
WOW concludes on Friday with
the HAB Dive-In Movie event,
where free pizza will be served
during a showing of “Neighbors
2.”

Keep the Crow’s Nest in
mind when you’re posting
about the events on social
media. Use our hashtag,
#USFCrowsNest to keep
us in the loop and have the
opportunity to have your
thoughts shared via our
social media accounts!
@USFCrowsNest
@CrowsNestStPete
@USFCrowsNest
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Free Food: Hungry Bulls wait in line for hamburgers, hot dogs, jalapeño poppers, tater-tots and lots more. All of this served at the opening day of the Week of Welcome for freshman.

CONTINUED FROM FRONT
Douthirt said that after the completion of Pippenger Hall, the college will feel more cohesive.
“Right now the College of Business is split across almost every
building on campus,” noted Douthirt. “Sometimes I don’t see my colleagues for months. Now I’ll bump
into them in the hallways and students will too.”
The local community will be a
big part of Pippenger Hall. There
are community rooms on the third
floor that can be rented out for conferences.
Douthirt says that the auditorium won’t be used primarily for
classes, but for guest speakers.
Pippenger Hall’s exterior features a glass and metal design. The
glass is etched with overlapping
circles that are meant to represent
the local natural environment, according to Dr. Michael Luckett, as-

DEVIN RODRIQUEZ | THE CROW’S NEST
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BREAKING GROUND: Senior Project Manager Van Miller explains the floor plan of
Lynn Pippenger Hall, the new business building. Construction began in April 2015.

LOCAL DESIGN: The walls of the 3-story atrium are lined in coral stone that was mined
in the Keys. There are also plans to include a small café that serves coffee and snacks.

sociate professor of marketing.
“Like all the individual creatures
that helped to form the coral stone,
the circles represent the interaction

Circular design is applied to the
glass with a ceramic frit. The process improves the solar efficiency
of the glass. Luckett hopes that en-

between students, faculty, staff, administration and the broader community that together form USFSP,”
said Luckett.

ergy-saving features will allow the
building to earn the same LEED
status that the Science and Technology Building and USC have.

Andre Bell
Accounting

A

ndre Bell, 18, made the pilgrimage
from Central Florida to the little
campus by the bay with his sister in
tow. Throughout the length of the drive,
a certain someone made sure to stay in
contact: Mom.
“She cares a lot,” said Bell. “She took it kind
of hard, had a rough time. We called her a
couple of times and she played a sad song by
Celine Dion.”
Sad songs aside, what attracted this
accounting major to his new home away from
home were the tight bonds evident around
campus.
“It’s a real close community,” noted Bell.
“It’s more like a family.”
And when real family feels too far away?
They’re only a call, text, or click away.
“My mom made me download an app. It’s
kind of like FaceTime.”
Yes, what Dion sings rings true: Near, far, or
wherever you are: the heart does go on and on.

USFSP
RUNDOWN

Colin Alexander
Biology

C

olin Alexander has a dorm room of epic
proportions. No, really.
“Last year I lived in the dorms with four people,
so having my own room is going to be awesome,”
said the USFSP sophomore, from Orlando.
“It’s going to be a Game of Thrones den. I
have so many Games of Thrones posters, and
I have a projector.”
While his free time will likely be spent
watching his favorite fantasy show, Alexander’s
class time will be dedicated to science.
“I took health classes in high school and I
really liked it,” said the biology major. “My
first career thought was physical therapy.”
Physical therapy is something that has
helped Alexander better relate to family
members who served in the military.
“My cousins are in the Army, and I have some
uncles that are really old [veterans]. I see them
disintegrating over time. Being able to help
them would be great. I see them in a different
way because I have personal experience.”
The total number of
students enrolled in
USF St. Petersburg
is 4,464.
Of those students,
88% are
undergraduates.
12% are graduates.
In other words,
there are 3 graduate
students for every
22 undergraduate
students.

Savanah Swinehart
Management

Rose Moleus
Biology

he beginning of college can be a
big transition. Friendships are being
established, ramen noodles are being
bought, and majors are being changed again
and again.
“For a while I went back and forth between
what I wanted to do,” confessed senior
Savanah Swinehart, a Pennsylvania native.
“All throughout high school I debated doing
nursing, or owning a bakery.”
Flash forward four years later, and
Swinehart, a management major, has her eye
on real estate.
“I want to own properties and sell them to
people. That would be really cool,” she said.
Even though her career goals may have
changed over the years, some things have stayed
the same. In fact, Swinehart will be ending her
journey at USFSP the same way she began it,
living in RHO with the same roommate she
had in freshman year, global business major
and fellow senior Lizette Arnold.

rlando-based Rose Moleus is not
only moving away from home,
but also moving out of her comfort
zone.
“I’m passionate about changing some
aspects of myself,” said Moleus.
“Before, I was pretty shy. I hope being
on campus will help me to meet all
different types of people, and help me
grow as a person. That’s one of the main
things that I want to change.”
The freshman biology major, who
would like to pursue a career in the
medical field, is already breaking out
of her shell by getting to know her
roommate in her University Student
Center dorm.
“We’ve been talking for the whole two
weeks. We’ve been able to coordinate a
little bit, with what we’re bringing.”
Sounds like she packed a little
confidence, too.

T

O

Types of
Enrollment
17% of our
undergraduates are
attending college
for the first time.
13% are transfer
students.
70% are continuing
undergraduates.

Delaney Brown
Savannah Billett
Mass Communications Undecided

W

hat is it about a college that makes
it stand out? Is it the students?
The staff? For Delaney Brown, it’s the
sailing.
Brown, who is from the West Palm
Beach area, has “competed in dozens of
regional and national regattas as both
a crew and skipper of the varsity and
women’s sailing team,” according to her
LinkedIn profile. She is also a certified
US Sailing instructor.
When she learned that Allison Jolly, an
Olympic athlete who a won a Gold Medal
in 1988 for sailing, also worked at USFSP
as the varsity women’s sailing coach, she
was sold.
Now that she’s here, the mass
communications major hopes to get
involved with campus clubs such as The
Crow’s Nest and Her Campus. And, of
course, the sailing team.
Sail on, Delaney Brown, sail on.

I

n the seventh grade, Savannah
Billett’s heart broke. The aspiring
nurse learned of an infant named Ezra who
battled neuroblastoma, a type of cancer
that commonly affects young children.
Ezra died when he was only 800 days old.
“That just triggered me to start
fundraising and doing restaurant events
and doing 5Ks,” said Billett. “I’m
passionate about trying to find a cure
for cancer in children. I love children so
much.”
So passionate, in fact, that she started
her own foundation, which is named in
honor of her beloved aunt.
“My aunt, Suzanne, was diagnosed in 2012
with stage 4 brain cancer, almost a year after
Ezra passed away. Everything I do is because
of her.”
After college, Billett would like to work
for All Children’s Hospital, located just a
few blocks away from USFSP.

Residency
15% of students live
on campus.
Commuter students
account for the
other 85%.
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Pulse Shooting Endangers More Than LGBTQ Community
By Moriah Parrish
parrishm@mail.usf.edu

The
Crow ’s Nest
The Crow’s Nest is committed to providing its readers with news relevant
to the University of South Florida St.
Petersburg and its surrounding community. The Crow’s Nest abides by the
highest ethical standards and focuses
on stories that help readers make informed decisions on current issues. We
take seriously the public’s trust in our
news reporting and strive to uphold
the highest standards of reporting as
defined by the Society of Professional
Journalists. Opinions in this newspaper do not necessarily represent those
of the administration, faculty or student body.

Reach Us
USFSP Student Life Center
Office 2400
140 Seventh Ave. S.
St. Petersburg, FL, 33701
(727)873-4113
Devin Rodriguez
Editor-in-Chief
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Ryan Callihan
Managing Editor
Erin Murphy
News Editor
Evy Guerra
A&E Editor
Michael Moore Jr.
A&E Reporter
Nikki Sawyer
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The senseless massacre that occurred in Orlando on June 12 still
has me reeling.
We live in a constantly shifting,
ever-evolving 24-hour news cycle,
but a small corner of my mind has
been chewing on this event since I
woke up that Sunday morning and
felt a deep fear sink into the pit of
my stomach.
Here’s the thing – this mass
shooting hit the closest to home for
me personally, of all the shooting
sprees that our nation has watched
unfold over the past 20 or so years.
And, no, not because I might identify as a member of the LGBTQ
community. Rather, because, I am
a woman.
It is second nature for me to
fear my surroundings. I have been
taught since I was very young to
glance backwards every few paces
when walking alone, especially at
night; to go in pairs as often as possible; to pack along mace; to learn
COURTESY OF FIBONACCI BLUE
self-defense. Ask almost any woman and she would agree: there is a THE FEMINIST PERSPECTIVE: In the early morning of June 12, the United States experienced the largest domestic act of terror since
persistent feeling of being watched 9/11. The culprit took the lives of 49 individuals in a gay nightclub. “Hatred is a factor necessary to carry out terrorism, so I’m not sure
when you walk around, even when where the line really stands between the two.” Pictured are 3000 mourners at the vigil held later that day at Loring Park in Minneapolis.
doing regular, everyday things. We
It’s just that, this time, it worked. ripped apart. I smelled their coexist in a see-and-be-seen culture sleep with them just because they
that puts women’s bodies on pedes- said my dress was pretty; nor will I wasn’t in NYC during 9/11, so, logne tinged with the iron tang of
tals, and invites unwarranted praise they insinuate sluttiness the next though I felt sadness and com- blood. I heard voices screaming
morning when I do. A gay bar is an passion, I don’t remember fear. I over club music that doesn’t stop
or judgment from strangers.
escape from the om- didn’t have any children in school fast enough, to avoid forever branBut do you know
nipresent rape cul- when Sandy Hook occurred, so dishing the remix into the memowhere I have felt the
ture that seeps into I felt for the families, but I didn’t ries of the survivors.
most safe in a public Hatred is a
the heteronormative feel fear. I have wept for the vicThose were my brothers and sisspace? The most free
tims of multiple campus shootings, ters that the shooter killed – my
to let loose, have a factor necessary bar/club scene.
Yet, they’re still those injured in Boston and the fellow American citizens, my cogood time and not be
guys. They’re phys- movie theater-goers who lost their horts, my peers. It really brought
viewed as a conquer- to carry out
ically bigger and lives. But somehow, I always con- into focus the gravity of the state of
able thing? Gay bars.
stronger than me, vince myself that these events hap- our nation. It forced me to go back
Gay guys at gay
terrorism.
for the most part, pen very far away, that I wouldn't and re-examine the other tragedies
bars are wonderful. I
and there’s a feel- be in those states, those situations. our country has witnessed. I felt
find that they are witing of security being
But on June 13, I felt exactly how more of a kinship to the victims of
ty, easy to converse
with, love to dance with you, com- around men you feel you can trust. close Orlando is to St. Petersburg. each and every mass shooting than
Some authorities have called the I imagined clearly what could have I ever had before.
pliment you genuinely and, most
There are no safe spaces anyimportantly, always smell nice. Orlando shooting a terrorist attack. been if it had happened here inI have often felt safe, I think, be- It is also being deemed a hate crime stead, during Pride Weekend when more. Realizing this is the catalyst
we need as a society to begin makcause I know their kindness has no just to cover all the bases. Hatred is I would be out celebrating.
I imagined the strong muscles ing real change.
ulterior motive. They won’t have a a factor necessary to carry out terparadigm shift in their personality rorism, so I’m not sure where the flexing under all those tight shirts,
and call me a prude when I won’t line really stands between the two. and then could see them getting
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Letters to The Editor
The Crow’s Nest accepts letters to the
editor. All submissions should be no
more than 250 words. Writers must
include their full name. In addition,
USF faculty should include their title,
department and extension. All letters
are subject to editing for clarity and
length. Letters can be sent to
drodriguez7@mail.usf.edu
with subject title “letter to the editor.”

Dear Students,

M

y name is Devin Rodriguez,
and I am the Editor-in-Chief
of The Crow’s Nest. Our paper is
written and edited by students, for
students.
You might know me because of
my Burger King hot dog review,

which I wrote with my Managing
Editor, Ryan Callihan. Last year, I
was the Art & Life Editor for the
paper.
Over the weekend, the staff and I
poured our efforts into talking to so
many of you in an effort to capture
information that would enrich your
first week back. I can state, with
absolute certainty, that I am proud
of the work we did.
If you are a returning student, you
will notice quite a change from last
year’s paper. We want to continue
to evolve and advance toward journalism this campus can be proud
of. The former editor-in-chief
helped establish our presence on
the internet and printed a fantastic
paper each week. We plan to do the
same and much more.
Our content is dictated by the students. Your opinions and thoughts
help us to explore more about this
university and St. Petersburg. We
are a conduit for your questions
and concerns.
We also serve to inform. If you
are looking for something to do on
the weekend or good places to go
for lunch – we have you covered.
Wondering when the new College
of Business building will open or

what your Student Government is
up to? Rest assured that we will get
the story.
From entertainment to news
we will provide coverage with as
much accuracy and transparency as
we can. Our audience, the students,
are the primary motivators that
force us out of the newsroom and
into the world outside. This year,
we want to capture as many student opinions as we can, we want
to include you and your ideas in the
stories we write.
This relationship is a two-way
street. This paper would be nothing
without diverse voices and student
opinions. You are vital to us.
As a journalism student, I’ve
often been asked what I plan to do
after I graduate, usually followed
by a comment about the instability
of the print industry. My answer is
always the same: I plan to write. I
took this position because it gave
me a direct line to bring out other
voices, and in doing so, I will improve my own voice.
I’ve been writing since I was 15
years old, and the work I’ve done
with the paper has been the most
challenging and rewarding over
any previous endeavor. Journalism

has forced me to talk to people, ask
good questions and really try to
listen.
I consider this paper to be one
of the most important things I’ve
done in my academic career. I will
need help to realize the full potential of this weekly publication. It
will take a strong community to
build an excellent newspaper.
We are here, located above the
free printing lab in the SLC. We
have an open door and would
love for you to stop by. We want
to help you print content you will
be proud of. If you don’t drop in,
you can always call or email. This
school is constantly changing, but
you can count on The Crow’s Nest
to keep you informed every step of
the way.
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Explore Downtown: Must-Know Spots Around Campus
By Evy Guerra
evelyng1@mail.usf.edu

St. Petersburg is a growing city, and there is a lot for new students to do. Here, we’ve compiled a list of St. Pete spots on and off campus that are
essential for Bulls’ school survival. From the Dalí to the SLC, we’ve got you covered.
PHOTOS BY NICOLE CARROLL | THE CROW’S NEST

Dali Museum

The Campus Grind

Bulls get in for free with a USFSP ID. Students should
definitely take advantage of this opportunity and see the
different exhibits. “Dali Revealed” is a current exhibit that
gives a little more insight into the candid moments of the
artist’s life and will be open throughout the fall. Also, in
December, the Frida Kahlo showcase will open.

The Campus Grind- This is a must-see cozy coffee shop
on campus, adjacent to the Science and Technology Building
(STG). If coffee’s not your thing, you can also find salads,
sandwiches and pizza on the menu. Pro Tip:$100 of your
meal plan can go towards both the Grind and the Tavern.

1 Dali Blvd. St. Petersburg, FL 33701

121 Seventh Ave. S. St. Petersburg, FL 33701

Tony’s Pizza

The Waterfront

Craving gooey goodness? Take a stroll down Central Avenue and you will find Tony’s Pizza. Tony’s offers cheap and
cheesy slices, and also stays open until midnight Sunday
through Thursday, and 3 a.m. on Fridays and Saturdays.

Your USF St. Petersburg ID allows you to rent kayaks, paddleboards, canoes and more for free. This is a good way to
get some fresh air while taking advantage of our campus services. If you’d rather not get your feet wet, you can just relax
under the shade and enjoy your favorite book or a nice nap.

533 Central Ave. St. Petersburg, FL 33701

Black Crow Coffee

Black Crow is almost hidden in
a neighborhood on Second Street,
and offers a hip vibe and is another
good place to spend time with
friends or study.

Bodega

Further down Central, is just a
window you can walk up to and
order a wide variety of tasty Latin
American food. Bodega also has
vegan and vegetarian options.

Coquina Hall 108 USFSP St. Petersburg, FL 33701

Community Cafe

This cafe is open Sunday through
Thursday until midnight, and even
later on Fridays and Saturdays.
This makes it the perfect place to
study when you know it is going
to be a long night.

The Tavern

Right behind the Grind sits the
Tavern a restaurant known for
its crunchy grouper sandwich.
It offers open mic nights, trivia
and live music Monday through
Friday.

Kahwa

Situated right behind Publix,
Kawha Coffee is a great place to
get a mean cup of joe and hang out
with friends or you can fly solo
and get your caffeine fix while
doing homework.

